June 9, 10f1

¥Mr. Forest Lipscomb

Indiv

Lol W. MeDaniel
Springfield, Missouri 65806

Dear Mr, Lipacombs

I am writing this letter to report the results of the tests that the Cityl's
Water Pollution Contrecl Section conducted in regards to your complaint of =a
gsolvent odor entering vour building at U0l W, MeDaniel,

Personnel from this office conducted a smole test of the sewer main on Campbell
Street between MeDaniel and College. As you know, smoke enterad yvour building
through the ceiling tile of a downstairs office.

An inspection of the same pilece of sewer main by the TV e¢rew, revealed several
taps on the west side of the sewer main. Two of these tap-ins are in the same
general area where the smoke entered your building. The results of these two
tests indicate fthat there is apparently a lateral line there that was never
capped off when the remodeling on the bullding was done,

The fact that gases are entering your building from the sewer indicate that
potentially serious health and safety hazards exist on your premisez. Some of
the most common dangerous gases that exist in sewers and their hazards (see
Manunl of Tnstruection for Sewage Treatment Plant Operators by the Health
Eduction Service) are:

Carbon=monoxilde = Colorless, odorless, non-irritating, Tlammable, explosive,

Hemoglobin of blood has strong affinity for zas, causing
orxyren starvation.

flydrogen = Colorless, odorless, tasteless, non-poisonous, flammable,

Frplosive. Propagates flame rapidly. Acts mechanically to
deprive tissues of oxwvgen. A simple asphyxiant,
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Methana - Colorless, odorless, non=poisonous. Flammable. FExploaive,

Hydrogen Sulfide - Rotten egg odor in small concentrations but sense of
smell rapidly impaired. Odor not evident at high
concentrations. Colorless., Flammable, Fxplosive.
Poisonous.

Carhen Dioxide - Colorless, odorless, non-flammable, HNot generally present
in dangerous amounts uniess there is already a deficiency
of oxvgen,

Ethane - Colorless; tasteless, odorless, non-poisonous., Flammable,
Explosive,

Gasoline Vapor = Colorless. Flammable, Fxpiosive; Anesthetic effects
when inhaled. Dangerous for even short gxposure.

There are, of course, many other substances that can be present in the sanitary
sewer,

If we can be of further assistance, or if you have any questions, please don't
heaitate to call,

Yours truly,

Karen A, Chandler
Water Pollution Control Inspector IT
Supvelllance % Enforcement
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Mr, Robert Schaefer, P.E., Superintendent of Sanitary Services
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